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AGENDA
TUESDAY OCTOBER 11, 2022
5:00 - 6:30 PM

Opening reception at Benson Hill

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 12, 2022
8:00 - 8:40 AM

Registration & Networking Breakfast

8:45 - 9:00 AM

Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:00 - 9:25 AM

INVESTMENT KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

9:30 - 9:55 AM

SPOTLIGHT on INVESTMENT

10:00 - 10:25 AM

39 North Refresh & Recharge Break

10:30 - 11:15 AM

INVESTMENT PANEL DISCUSSION

11:15 AM - 12:25 PM

Networking Lunch

12:30 - 12:50 PM

TALENT KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

12:55 - 1:20 PM

SPOTLIGHT on TALENT

1:25 - 1:55 PM

39 North Refresh & Recharge Break

2:00 - 2:45 PM

TALENT PANEL DISCUSSION

2:50 - 3:25 PM

39 North Refresh & Recharge Break

3:30 - 4:30 PM

TRADE PANEL DISCUSSION

4:30 PM

Day One Closing Remarks

4:45 - 6:00 PM

Networking Reception at the Danforth Center

THURSDAY OCTOBER 13, 2022
8:00 - 8:55 AM

Registration & Networking Breakfast

8:55 - 9:00 AM

Opening Remarks

9:00 - 9:25 AM

TECHNOLOGY KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

9:30 - 10:05 AM

SPOTLIGHT on TECHNOLOGY

10:05 - 10:25AM

39 North Refresh & Recharge Break

10:30 - 11:15 AM

TECHNOLOGY PANEL DISCUSSION

11:15 - 11:20 AM

Closing Remarks

11:20 AM - 1:00 PM

Optional Networking Lunch and Tours of the Danforth Center

CLICK HERE FOR A DETAILED AGENDA
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WELCOME TO AgTech NEXT
Welcome back to the Danforth Plant Science Center!
Our team never knew how great it would feel to make that statement. We are thrilled to
welcome our colleagues, friends and partners from around the world back to the Danforth
Center for the first in-person AgTech NEXT.
As we convene in St. Louis, the global community grapples with an ongoing war in Ukraine Europe’s breadbasket. Climate disasters destroy lives and agriculture crops with increasing
frequency. Supply chain challenges and the lingering effects of the global pandemic
continue to impact food prices, the availability of farm inputs, and threaten food systems
across the globe.
It is not cliché or hyperbolic to say that the time is now to think big and invest meaningfully
in agtech innovation. There are many industry sectors that could commit to “Net Zero” and it
would not make a significant difference in mitigating climate change. Our sector – the agrifood
tech sector – isn’t one of them. If we invest in efficiencies and transformational innovation and
seek to create more strategic partnerships – we can and will move the needle.
And that’s why we are here. Through this gathering of thought leaders, decision makers,
doers and dreamers, we seek to inspire our global community, increase collaboration, and
accelerate action. Over the next few days, we’ll dig into the issues of Technology, Trade,
Talent and Investment. You will gain insights from leaders rarely seen on stage, and you will
hear thought provoking conversations you won’t hear elsewhere.
And… we will network. We will connect. Because that’s where the good stuff is.
We can make our world and our crops more resilient to the next climate disaster. We can
make nutritious food more accessible to all. We can attract and empower a workforce hungry
to tackle grand global challenges like climate change and food insecurity. But we can’t get
there by doing the same things we have always done. So let’s get to work.
Our sincere thanks to the AgTech NEXT External Advisory Board, chaired by Sam Fiorello,
and the many speakers, sponsors and partners who make this event possible.
With gratitude and hope for the future –
Stephanie Regagnon
Executive Director, Innovation Partnerships
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OUR MISSION

Improving the Human
Condition through Plant Science

Feed the Hungry and
Improve Human Health

Preserve and Renew
the Environment

www.danforthcenter.org
975 N. Warson Rd. I St. Louis, MO 63132
Follow us on Twitter @DanforthCenter

Establish the St. Louis
Region as the World
Leader in Plant Science

OUR MISSION
AgTech NEXT IS A GATHERING OF PLAYERS WHO ARE
SHAPING THE FUTURE OF FOOD
Agtech Next IS HOSTED BY THE DANFORTH PLANT SCIENCE CENTER.
Through our annual gathering of producers, innovators, investors, and industry
leaders, we seek to inspire our global community, increase collaboration, and
accelerate action to create a more resilient future for food.

STRATEGIC INSIGHT
Learn from leaders across
sectors and the food
value chain, and consider
your business within the
context of a global agtech
ecosystem

ENGAGED
DISCUSSION

ACTION-ORIENTED
NETWORKING

Gain fresh perspectives and

Leverage numerous

a deeper understanding of

opportunities to build new

emerging trends through

relationships that help grow

a fine-tuned agenda of

your business, expand your

thought-provoking keynotes

reach and challenge your

and interactive panels

thinking

Our regional and global food systems are subject to increasing strain from
climate pressures, resource conflicts, and sociopolitical strife. To improve food
security and advance agricultural sustainability, it is vital that we leverage
innovative technologies, develop a diverse talent force, and co-create more
equitable trade programs. Doing so will better steward our collective resources
and forge a more resilient future for food.
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SPEAKERS

SPEAKERS
MATT BECHDOL
CEO, GRYFN
Matt Bechdol is the CEO of GRYFN, a collaborative Purdue University startup focused on turnkey multi-modal, research-grade drone sensing solutions to facilitate digital twins approaching
the plant scale. GRYFN empowers plant breeders with high-quality, high-precision, multi-modal
sensing platforms for high-throughput phenomics research and also provides value in many
adjacent markets, such as natural resources and environmental applications.
For 25 years, Bechdol has specialized in spatial data analysis, remote sensing, data-driven
agriculture, and natural resources. He began his career as a consultant at the NASA Goddard
Space Flight Center, focusing on hyperspectral and spatial applications in agriculture. He then
spent a decade at ESRI, the world-leading geographic information system software firm. In 2011
he started GeoSilos, his consulting firm focused on place-based solutions for agriculture, and in
2013 co-led one of the early economic studies with Informa Economics on the implications and
opportunities of “Big Data” in the food and agriculture sector.
Matt received his Bachelor’s in Public Affairs from Indiana University, a Master’s in Geographic
and Cartographic Science from George Mason University, a Master’s in Agricultural Economics
from Purdue University, and an MBA from Indiana University. In 2005, Matt and his wife Beth
returned home to Auburn, Indiana, after ten years in the Washington, D.C., area to live on Beth’s
family corn, soybean, and wheat farm, an 1864 Indiana homestead. Their daughter Grace, a
senior at New York University – Abu Dhabi, is the seventh generation to grow up on the farm.
Currently, Matt splits his time between Rome, Italy, and Indiana as Beth supports the mission of
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization.

BOB MORRIS
President of AndMore Associates, LLC
Bob Morris is president of AndMore Associates, LLC, a global advisory firm providing
strategic counsel on science and technology innovation, commercialization and new business
opportunities to food, agriculture, and energy sector stakeholders worldwide. Identifying the
need for accelerating agricultural innovation, Bob has focused on the agtech sector since it
emerged, advocating for entrepreneurship and higher education improvements while advising
and engaging with stakeholders across the ecosystem from start-ups to investment funds to
corporates.
Starting his career as a product development agronomist in the plant nutrient industry, Bob
has been passionate about developing sustainable market solutions in the soil, plant, and
food value chain. As president of The Sulphur Institute, he led the successful promotion of
sulphur as an essential crop nutrient, and as a viable investment and commercial product in
multi-billion dollar agricultural and industrial markets worldwide, partnering with Fortune 500
corporations, associations, NGOs, and governments.
A frequent panelist and speaker, Bob serves on various boards and committees including Wells
Fargo Innovation Incubator (IN2); TERI’s NanoTech Centre in New Delhi; International Fertilizer
Association; and Rutgers University MBS board. Bob holds degrees from Rutgers University
and Pennsylvania State University.
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SPEAKERS
JENNIFER OZIMKIEWICZ
Senior Vice President and Head of Global Corn and Soybean Crop Business Bayer, Crop
Science Division
Jennifer Ozimkiewicz is Senior Vice President and Head of Global Corn and Soybean Crop
Business for the Crop Science division in Bayer. Based in St. Louis, MO, Jennifer develops corn
and soy crop strategy and portfolio management across technologies to create long-term value
for farmers worldwide. Over the last 25 years, Jennifer has served in a variety of commercial
roles at Monsanto and Bayer Crop Science. Most recently, she was SVP and Head of North
America Regional Marketing. Previous experiences include marketing and product management
leadership, commercial leadership, new business development, M&A, and enterprise strategy.
She has international commercial leadership experience, having been the Interim Canada
Commercial Lead, the Commercial Business Lead for the Mediterranean Region based in
Madrid, Spain, and the Seed Licensing Lead for Europe-Africa, located in France.
Jennifer also serves as Board Member and Chairman of the Board of CoverCress, Inc. and she
is a member of the Board of Trustees at Webster University. She is committed to giving back to
the community. In 2013, the St. Louis Business Journal named her as one of “25 Most Influential
Business Women” in St. Louis. Jennifer was Co-Chair of Monsanto’s St. Louis United Way
Campaign for 2016-2017 She has served as Board Member for the Ladue Education Foundation
in St. Louis and Qualisoy, as well as an advisory Board Member on the Women’s Farm and
Forestry Alliance. She holds a B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and an M.A.
and M.B.A. from Washington University. Jennifer lives in St. Louis with her husband, and three
children.

CYNTHIA ROSENZWEIG, PHD
Senior Research Scientist at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies; and World
Food Prize Laureate 2022
Dr. Cynthia Rosenzweig is a Senior Research Scientist at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space
Studies and the co-located Columbia University Earth Institute’s Center for Climate Systems
Research. Dr. Rosenzweig’s specific area of expertise is climate change and food systems.
At NASA GISS, she heads the Climate Impacts Group whose mission is to investigate the
interactions of climate (both variability and change) on systems and sectors important to human
well-being. Dr. Rosenzweig is the co-founder and a member of the Executive Committee of the
Agricultural Model Intercomparison and Improvement Project (AgMIP), a globally integrated
transdisciplinary study of climate change and the food system at regional, national and global
scales, including the participation of over 1000 leading researchers from developed and
developing nations. In 2019, Dr. Rosenzweig was Coordinating Lead Author of the Food Security
Chapter for the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land.
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A recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, Dr. Rosenzweig has developed new methods
of detection and attribution of observed changes in physical and biological systems to
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions and pioneered research on the impacts of and
adaptation to climate change and climate variability. She has developed methodologies for the
integrated assessment of the climatic and physiological effects of increased CO2 and SO2 on
regional, national, and global agricultural production and food security. She has forged scientific
knowledge on the role of agriculture in land use and land cover change and advanced critical
exploration of teleconnections between the El Niño Southern Oscillation and agriculture at
regional and global scales. She has championed innovative research and instituted knowledge
networks on global environmental change and urban systems and developed groundbreaking
biological and hydrological land-surface processes for global circulation models (GCMs), used
in GISS GCM contributions to the IPCC. Dr. Rosenzweig is the 2022 recipient of the World Food
Prize, considered as the “Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture.”

SPEAKERS
REBECCA BART, PHD
Associate Member, Danforth Plant Science Center, Co-director SINC Center
Becky Bart is an Associate Member and Principal Investigator at the Donald Danforth Plant
Science Center. Her research focuses on the complicated interactions between plants,
microbes and the environment and encompasses disease-causing microbes such as bacteria
and viruses and the less well understood multitude of beneficial microbes that associate
with plants. Becky’s team applies computational, lab and field-based methods to dissect
the complicated web of these interactions and to understand how they ultimately affect
plant health and the sustainability of agriculture. She also serves as the Co-Director of the
Subterranean Influences on Carbon and Nitrogen (SINC) Center. At the SINC Center, Becky
and her colleagues are working to improve the sustainability of agriculture by developing
technologies to track the flow of nitrogen and carbon across plant roots, discovering novel
beneficial microbes, and understanding the genetic mechanisms that influence these
interactions. Through this work they hope to decrease the use of nitrogen fertilizer by 12%
without the loss of crop productivity. Reducing chemical nitrogen fertilizer in the U.S. by 12%
would be equivalent to taking 10 million cars off the road.
Becky received a B.A. from Reed College, her PhD from the University of California, Davis,
was a NIFA postdoctoral scholar at the University of California. She received the Innovation
Award from the St. Louis Academy of Sciences.

ADAM BERGMAN
Managing Director, Clean Energy Transition Group & Global Head of AgTech
Investment, Citi
Adam Bergman is a Managing Director in the Clean Energy Transition Group at Citi and
Global Head of AgTech investment banking where he works at the intersection of technology
innovation and climate change. Adam is a sustainability executive leader with almost 25
years’ experience raising capital and executing M&A transactions. He also provides strategic
advice and financial guidance to senior executives and boards on strategic partnerships
and growth strategies. As one of the first investment bankers to focus exclusively on the
CleanTech sector, starting in 2005, Adam is recognized as a leading subject matter expert
and is a frequent speaker at industry events and publisher of articles on sustainability.
Adam has built an industry leading AgTech investment banking practice creating a broad
ecosystem to help drive adoption of technology and innovation throughout the broad food
& ag value chain. Prior to joining Citi, Adam established the AgTech cohort for Wells Fargo’s
innovation incubator (IN2), which was launched at the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center
in St. Louis, Missouri, in 2018. He sits on the technology advisory board for the Danforth Plant
Science Center, as well as the Western Growers Association, which represents local and
regional family farmers who grow over half the nation’s fresh fruits, vegetables and tree nuts.
Adam is also a technology advisor for farmer-owned Landus Cooperative, headquartered
in Ames, Iowa and SeaAhead, a bluetech startup platform in Boston, Massachusetts, whose
mission is to support new, innovative ventures, with a focus on sustainability and the oceans.
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SPEAKERS
DR. RYAN BOND
Sr. Director, Global Proprietary Business Development and Innovation, Nutrien
Dr. Ryan Bond leads global business development and innovation for Nutrien Ag Solutions
(NAS) headquartered in Loveland, Colorado. In his role, Dr. Bond leverages NAS’s global retail
footprint and >500,000 grower clients to understand and creatively solve for inefficiencies
challenging productivity on the farm via innovative build, buy, and licensing strategies for
crop inputs, like Enhanced Efficiency Fertilizers and Nature-based Products (biologicals).
In addition, Dr. Bond serves as Nutrien’s Soil Health Lead supporting enterprise-wide
initiatives to enable grower adoption of sustainable and productive agricultural products and
practices on 75 million acres globally. Dr. Bond earned his Ph.D. in Soil Science from NC State
University, a MS and BS in Agronomy from Clemson University, and a MBA from the KenanFlagler Business School at the University of North Carolina.

JULIE BORLAUG
President, Borlaug Foundation
For 18 years, Julie Borlaug has successfully worked in international agricultural development,
agricultural communications, external and corporate relations. As granddaughter of Dr.
Norman Borlaug, she works to champion his legacy and lend a voice to his desire to see more
successful collaborative partnerships across sectors and scientific disciplines to bring better
and faster innovation to end hunger.
Julie Borlaug works to champion her grandfather’s legacy and lend a voice to his desire to see
more successful collaborative partnerships across sectors and scientific disciplines to bring
better and faster innovation to end hunger.
She is the President of the Borlaug Foundation and Ms. Borlaug serves on several boards
and advisory councils, including the Council of Advisory for World Food Prize, Advisor to
CIMMYT, Global Farmer Network advisory board, Champion’s Council Network for the UN
Food Systems Summit, Board of Trustee for Agricultural Science & Technology (CAST,) U.S.
National Food Systems Dialogues, the Texas A&M Agriculture Vice Chancellor’s advisory
board, Counterpart, Thought for Food Challenge Board and the Global Coalition for Attracting
and Retaining Youth in Agriculture.
Ms. Borlaug received a B.A. from Texas A&M in international studies and political science and
an M.B.A. from the University of Dallas.
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SPEAKERS
NICHOLAS BROZOVIC
Director of Policy, Daugherty Water for Food Institute, University of Nebraska
Nick is an economist with worldwide experience in water policy and management. He serves
as the Director of Policy for the University of Nebraska’s Water for Food Global Institute and as
a Professor of Agricultural Economics. His local, national, and multinational research evaluates
policies and governance structures for agricultural water use and informs water managers
and decision makers. His entrepreneurship collaborations with startups and agribusinesses
develop, test, and validate new software and hardware products and business models.

FERNANDO CANDIA
Vice President of Carbon Solutions, Bunge
In his more than 20 years at Bunge, Fernando has worked in various commercial roles in
locations around the world. He has served as the lead of the grain business in North America,
managed Bunge’s Southern and Western Europe regions and oversees the wheat milling
business in Mexico. He took on the responsibility of leading Carbon Solutions in 2021.
In his current role, he is leading Bunge’s effort in new product and service development for
farmers and partners with particular focus on developing and capturing new demand for low
carbon intensity oilseeds and services.
He joined the company in 2000 after graduating with a bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Washington University in St. Louis.

MIKE DECAMP
President & CEO, CoverCress
Mike DeCamp serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of CoverCress Inc. Founded
in 2013, the St. Louis-based company is developing a winter oilseed crop for commercial
production, derived from the native winter annual pennycress, under the CoverCressTM
brand. He joined the company as Chief Operating Officer in 2020. Mike has over 30 years
of diversified experience in agribusiness, corporate finance, law, corporate strategy, and
M&A. Mike began his career as a CPA with Ernst & Young; practiced corporate and securities
law with Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale in St. Louis; worked for Monsanto Company in legal,
strategy and operational executive roles; founded an agricultural focused strategic advisory
and transaction services firm; and lead the corporate finance, capital management, M&A and
strategy functions as CFO and CIO for a production agriculture focused private equity firm in
Indianapolis.
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SPEAKERS
AMY FUNK
Director, Jackie Joyner-Kersee Food, Agriculture, and Nutrition Innovation Center
Amy Funk is the Director of the Jackie Joyner-Kersee Food, Agriculture, and Nutrition
Innovation Center as of January this year. She has been working in the Greater East St. Louis
area for over a decade. She previously provided leadership, project management, and policy
guidance as part of the Illinois Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program- Education (SNAPEd) that included providing training and technical support to 29 counties. She has worked with
numerous partnerships and coalitions in the greater East St. Louis area, providing leadership,
backbone support and policy development around social equity and working to make healthy
living accessible to communities disproportionately affected by food insecurity and access
to healthy foods. She served as the state lead for 40 professional staff focused on changing
policy, systems and environments around nutrition and physical activity within SNAP-Ed. She
has worked closely with diverse groups locally and is committed to expanding opportunities
for youth within the expanding ag-tech sector while stimulating engagement in and removing
barriers to entry in regional food systems among underrepresented populations.

SHANNON HAUF
Senior Vice President and Head of Seed Production Innovation, Bayer Crop Science
Shannon Hauf is currently Senior Vice President and Head of Seed Production Innovation at
Bayer Crop Science. Shannon and her team located in 22 countries around the World have
responsibility to develop and deliver innovation solutions in the production of seeds.
Shannon joined Monsanto in 2003 and held various roles of increasing responsibility within
the Commercial and Research and Development Organizations. Shannon is the recipient of
the CropLife International Food Hero Award and recognized by St. Louis Metro YWCA as a
Women Leader in the Workplace. Shannon was recently recognized as St. Louis Business
Journal Most Influential Business Women for her contributions in business and the St. Louis
community.
At Bayer she is an executive sponsor for Women in Research and Development and Women
in Product Supply and provides leadership with the United Way campaign. Shannon and her
husband Darrin, and children Carter and Ella live on a farm near St. Louis, Missouri.

JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE
Founder & CEO, Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation
Named the “greatest female athlete of the 20th century” by Sports Illustrated magazine,
Jackie Joyner-Kersee is a four-time Olympian with six medals, whose record for the
heptathlon set in 1988 has never been surpassed. She is the founder of the Jackie JoynerKersee Foundation which seeks to instill youth in East St. Louis (her hometown) with the
dream, drive, and determination to succeed in academics, athletics, and leadership.
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SPEAKERS
DESSA KOPP
Vice President, Talent Management, Post Holdings, Inc.
Dessa Kopp serves as the Vice President of Talent Management at Post Holdings, Inc., where
she leads the organization’s strategic initiatives in the talent area. Her team is responsible
for Post’s talent acquisition, onboarding, organizational development, succession planning,
leadership development, training, and HR compliance. She serves as a key liaison and advisor
to Post’s business unit human resources teams.
Previously, Dessa worked for more than 15 years at Edward Jones in a variety of leadership
roles, including as Associate General Counsel in the employment area partnering on
workforce optimization strategies and as Legal Operations Leader, where she led
communication strategies, leadership development, resource planning, onboarding, hiring
and engagement strategies to improve the attraction and retention of talent for the division.
Dessa earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from Hanover College and her J.D.
from St. Louis University Law School. She is a member of the American Bar Association and
the Missouri Bar Association.

WINNIE LIEU
General Manager of Downstream Strategy, Chevron
Winnie Lieu is the General Manager of Downstream Strategy at Chevron, where she leads
development of global business strategy and emerging business initiatives for manufacturing,
lubricants, chemicals and renewables. With over 20 years of experience in the Energy
business, Winnie’s diverse career includes roles in engineering, refining operations,
technology development, new venture investments, strategic planning, marketing and sales
including P&L accountability for $800+ million revenue retail fuels business. She has led
biofuels technology commercialization, bio-feedstock strategy and scaled biofuels coprocessing technology from research feasibility through to successful refinery production of
first ever, commercially sold renewable gasoline and diesel at Chevron, and was awarded a
US Patent for biofuels processing. Winnie’s key strengths are building strong relationships and
being a change agent in her industry using her broad breadth of experience and connections.
Winnie holds a B.Sc. in Chemical Engineering and M.Eng. in Engineering Management from
the University of Alberta. also earned MBAs from Queen’s University in Canada and Cornell
University in the US. Winnie is originally from Edmonton, Alberta (Canada) and currently
resides in the San Francisco Bay Area.

MAC MARSHALL
Vice President, Market Intelligence for the United Soybean Board
Mac Marshall serves as the Vice President, Market Intelligence for the United Soybean Board
(USB). In this capacity, Mac works with USB leadership to evaluate and establish long-term
strategic initiatives in support of advancing domestic and international market opportunities
for the U.S. soybean industry while serving as an industry source of market information and
analysis. Prior to joining USB, Mac served as global market analysis and trade lead at Bayer
Crop Science, where he worked on international market access issues as part of a global
agricultural policy team. Mac has also held roles in Monsanto’s Corporate Strategy group and
within the federal government as both a staff and supervisory economist at the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. He holds a B.A. in economics from Vassar College and an M.A. in applied
economics from Johns Hopkins University.
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SPEAKERS
ALLISON MILLER, PHD
Member, Danforth Plant Science Center and Professor of Biology, Saint Louis
University
Allison Miller is a Member and Principal Investigator at the Donald Danforth Plant Science
Center, Professor in the Department of Biology at Saint Louis University, and a Research
Associate at the Missouri Botanical Garden. Since September 2021 she has served as the
Director for the New Roots for Restoration Biology Integration Institute, a five-year, $12.5
million initiative funded by the National Science Foundation. Allison’s research program
focuses on understanding evolution and plasticity in perennial (long-lived) crops and
emerging perennial herbaceous crop candidate species. The long-term goals of her work are
to improve existing perennial crops and to develop new ones that provide viable products and
ecological services that underpin sustainable agricultural systems. Ongoing projects focus
on grapevines, perennial, herbaceous grasses, legumes, and sunflower relatives. Originally
from the Chicago area, Allison became passionate about plants through trips to nearby prairie
patches and summer vacations in northern Wisconsin. She earned BS and MS degrees in
Botany from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio and Colorado State University respectively, and
holds a PhD in Ecology, Evolution, and Population Biology from Washington University in St.
Louis. She completed postdoctoral training at the University of Colorado. Allison lives in St.
Louis, MO with her husband and two children. More information is available on the Miller Lab
Website www.perennialplantdiversity.org or on twitter @ajmiller4233.
.
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SPEAKERS
NANCY PFUND
Founder and Managing Partner, DBL Partners
As a pioneer and leading player in impact investing, DBL has helped to reveal the power
of venture capital to promote social change and environmental improvement. Nancy writes
and speaks frequently on the field of impact investing. She sponsors or sits on the board of
directors of several companies, including: Farmer’s Business Network (FBN), The Muse, Zola
Electric, Bellwether Coffee, Spatial, Wynd, DroneSeed and, prior to their public offerings,
Tesla Motors, SolarCity and Pandora. She also served on the board of SolarCity, on both
the audit and compensation committees as well as the chair of the corporate governance
committee, from 2008 through its IPO in 2012 and acquisition by Tesla in December 2016.
Prior to founding DBL, Nancy was a Managing Director in Venture Capital at JPMorgan, having
started her investment career at Hambrecht & Quist in 1984. Previously, Nancy worked at Intel
Corporation, the State of California, Stanford University, and the Sierra Club.
In September 2020, Nancy was named to the FORBES 2020 Impact 50 List of the most
notable impact investors. She was also a recipient of The Commonwealth Club 2018
Distinguished Citizen Award and the Earth Day Network 2018 Climate Visionary Award.
She was featured #17 in the 2014 FORTUNE Inaugural World’s Top 25 Eco-Innovators and
appeared on Fast Company’s 2016 List of Most Creative People in Business.
Nancy serves as a member of the Board of Trustees of the National Geographic Society,
where she chairs the Compensation Committee. She is a member and Chapter Chair of the
Silicon Valley Women Corporate Directors Foundation. She is a member and former chair of
the Advisory Council of the Bill Lane Center for the American West at Stanford University;
an advisor to the UC Davis Center for Energy Efficiency; and co-chairs the Yale School of
Management Program on Entrepreneurship. She also serves on the Investment Advisory
Committee of Prime Coalition.
She has been a lecturer in management at the Stanford Graduate School of Business and the
Yale School of Management and is a C3E Ambassador to the U.S. Clean Energy Education and
Empowerment Program, led by the U.S. Department of Energy. From 2001-2019, she was also
a founding officer and director of ABC2, a foundation aimed at accelerating a cure for brain
cancer. She was also a founding member of the California Clean Energy Fund from 2005 to
2012. She served as an Advisory Board member of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
(Berkeley Lab) and Cyclotron Road, its Clean Energy Incubator, from 2014 to 2019.
Nancy received her BA and MA in anthropology from Stanford University, and her MBA from
the Yale School of Management
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SPEAKERS
JUSTIN RAYMUNDO
Director of Regional Workforce Strategy, BioSTL
Justin Raymundo serves as the Director of Workforce Strategy, where they lead the strategy
for talent development and deployment for the bioscience industry in the St. Louis region.
Justin brings a deep history of leading multi-stakeholder initiatives and partnerships for
inclusive and equitable workforce development and global talent pipelines. Previously, they
managed Monsanto’s Beachell-Borlaug International Scholars program developing the next
generation of leaders in plant science through a global, premier doctoral fellowship with
leading universities and international agricultural research organizations. They also led one
of the St. Louis region’s most extensive portfolios of youth workforce readiness programs
during their time at Diversity Awareness Partnership. This included launching the EXPLORE
Bioscience and Agriculture Science programs with BioSTL, MilliporeSigma, KWS, and Venture
Café as well as leading and expanding youth diversity programs with Centene, Ameren,
Edward Jones ,PwC, Boeing, and other corporate and non-profit institutions across the
region.

LISA SAFARIAN
Chief Operating Officer, Pivot Bio
Lisa Nunez Safarian leads commercial, manufacturing, and product development at Pivot Bio.
Dedicating her career to advancing agriculture and helping farmers achieve better outcomes,
Lisa oversees the day-to-day operations to ensure we are meeting the nitrogen needs of
our customers. Prior to joining Pivot Bio, Lisa held several leadership positions at Bayer and
Monsanto. Most recently, she served as President, Crop Science North America for Bayer
where she launched innovative technologies and go-to-market strategies that grew the
business. Before this role, Lisa served as Vice President, North America for Monsanto where
she was responsible for strategy, execution, and commercial transformation of the $12B U.S.,
Canada, and Latin America North seeds, traits, licensing and crop protection businesses.
Customer-focused leader committed to people development and advancing diversity and
inclusion.
As a champion for diversity and inclusion, Lisa was named Woman of the Year by the
National Association of Professional Women and is involved in the G100 Women’s Leadership
Network, which helps top female executives continue to hone the skills required to succeed
in the C-Suite. Lisa holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business administration from
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville.
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SPEAKERS
VASIT SAGAN, PHD
Acting Director, Taylor Geospatial Institute, Associate Professor, Department of Earth &
Atmospheric Science, Saint Louis University
Vasit Sagan is Acting Director of the Taylor Geospatial Institute (TGI), Associate Professor
in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at Saint Louis University (SLU), and
Director of SLU’s Remote Sensing Lab. Sagan leads the TGI’s efforts to harness the power of
partnership with industry, government agencies, and research entities to develop geospatial
research addressing some of the world’s greatest challenges. Previously, Dr. Sagan served as
the founding Director of Saint Louis University’s Geospatial Institute (GeoSLU) and directed
SLU’s campuswide geospatial research and training programs. Under his leadership, GeoSLU
secured over $10M in external grants and contracts and played an important role in the
creation of the Taylor Geospatial Institute.
Sagan’s research focuses on developing state-of-the-art computer vision technologies, AI/
machine learning, and sensor/information fusion algorithms for studying food and water
security, ecosystems, and social instability from local to global scales. He has been PI/Co-PI
on over $36M in grant funding and has authored over 130 peer-reviewed journal publications,
many of which have been recognized through best paper awards. He has served on NASA
review panels and reviewed several NSF proposals and numerous journal papers. He has also
advised and mentored numerous doctoral students, master’s students, and postdocs and
served as a member of dozens of doctoral dissertation committees.
He currently serves as a member of the National Geospatial Advisory Committee under the
U.S. Department of the Interior, where he is chairing the committee to advance U.S. global
geospatial excellence and innovation. He is also Associate Editor of the ISPRS Journal
of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, Director of the MissouriView Consortium, and
Primary Investigator for NGA-SLU CRADA since 2018. He was involved in NASA’s Air Quality
Applications Science Team and NASA’s recent mission focused on studying the atmospheric
composition, TEMPO (Tropospheric Emissions: Measurement of Pollution). He was the Vice
President and President of ASPRS Heartland Region from 2013-2015.

DANIEL SCHACHTMAN
Director of the Center for Biotechnology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Daniel Schachtman is currently a George Holmes University Professor in the Department of
Agronomy and the Director of the Center for Biotechnology at the University of Nebraska
– Lincoln. His current research focuses on the interactions between plant roots and soil
microbes and the impact those interactions have on plant performance in water and nitrogen
limiting environments. Prior to joining the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2014, he was
project lead and science fellow at Monsanto Co where he worked on increasing the nitrogen
use efficiency of maize. He was one of the founding principal investigators and full member at
the Danforth Plant Science Center in St. Louis until 2011.
Schachtman’s research has been mainly focused on plant root function and tolerance to
abiotic stresses. His past research has led to seminal findings on the mechanisms of salt
tolerance in wheat based on his PhD research at CSIRO Plant Industry; the molecular
identification and functional characterization of sodium, potassium and auxin transporters
in plants while a NSF postdoctoral fellow at UC San Diego; and the signal transduction
networks controlling root response and adaptation to low nutrient conditions while at the
Danforth Center. He holds a doctorate from the Australian National University in Australia and
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of California, Davis.
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SPEAKERS
MARTHA SCHLICHER, PHD
Entrepreneur in Residence, BioGenerator
Martha Schlicher currently serves as an Entrepreneur in Resident at BioGenerator, a part of
BioSTL focused on growing the regional AgriFoodTech ecosystem. To-date this has included
co-founding Susterco, a seed stage agricultural company utilizing seasoned agricultural
executives to advance new sustainability innovations in agriculture; Solis Agrosciences, an
agricultural crop transformation and gene editing services company; and serving as the CEO
of both Plastomics, Inc. and Impetus Agricultural Co. Martha has more than 30 years of global
life sciences experience leading the identification, development, commercialization, strategy,
marketing and financing of early to late stage agricultural technologies as an Executive at
Monsanto and Mallinckrodt as well as startups in the agricultural sustainability space. She
serves on the Board and Chair of the Audit Committee of publicly traded GreenLight Bio,
as a Biosciences Expert Advisory Committee Member to Lawrence Berkeley National Labs,
and as a past advisor to the Secretary of Energy, Dr. Ernie Moniz. She has a Ph.D. in Organic
Chemistry from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana and an MBA from Northwestern
University.

NATALIE SELF
Senior Vice President, Equitable Economic Impact, Cortex
Natalie Self, MSW, SHRM-CP is the Senior Vice President of Equitable Economic Impact at
the Cortex Innovation Community in St. Louis, Missouri. In this role, Natalie builds strategies,
capacity and partnerships to ensure Cortex leverages its 200 acre innovation community to
narrow the racial wealth gap in the St. Louis region. Natalie brings an extensive background in
building more equitable economies through cross-sector collective leadership, national grantmaking and entrepreneurship support. Natalie’s previous roles include Executive Director of
STEMSTL, a regional coalition that builds more clear, rigorous and equitable STEM learning;
Program Officer in Entrepreneurship at the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, where she
managed the Inclusion Open grant portfolio, Program Manager at BioSTL, where she was
responsible for the operations and evaluation of the BioSTL Inclusion Initiative. Natalie is also
the founder of the St. Louis Equity in Entrepreneurship Collective. Natalie is proud mom of 6
year old Lucy Mae Clay, with whom she loves to read, paint and go on hikes.

PABLO SOBRON
CEO, Impossible Sensing
Pablo Sobron leads a team of scientists and engineers in delivering solutions to explore and
study the deep sea and deep space. Their technology innovations are used, among others,
to search for life on other planets and resources on the Moon, survey biodiversity and cleantech minerals in the seafloor, measure and eliminate greenhouse gas emissions in the energy
sector, measure carbon capture and sequestration in soil and in the ocean, and monitor
indicators of climate change at global scale.
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SPEAKERS
NICK SPEED
Founder of Ujima and George Washington Carver Farms
Born and raised in St. Louis, MO, Nick developed a passion for taking care of the planet, food
justice, and working with youth. In 2014, he began a 3-year stint as an AmeriCorps VISTA
and State member. He taught professional development skills and engaged high school and
college students in service learning projects, managed volunteers, led educational field trips
for youth in the Ferguson-Florissant school district, facilitated workshops on organic farming
principles, permaculture, and inclusive urban agriculture spaces.
From 2017-2020, Nick was a Youth Educator for Seed St. Louis (formerly Gateway Greening).
He taught over 300 students in the St. Louis Public School District about science, nature, and
urban agriculture. Currently he is working as the Founder of Ujima and George Washington
Carver Farms. Nick is inspired daily by the greater St. Louis area, his family, close friends, and
colleagues.

SANJAY WAGLE
Co-founder and Managing Director Lightsmith Group
Sanjay Wagle is co-founder and Managing Director of The Lightsmith Group, a private equity
firm investing in growth-stage technology companies, with a current focus on climate change
adaptation and resilience. He has over 20 years of experience in investing, technology
company management, and government focused on clean energy, water, food and agriculture,
transportation, and climate change.
In the first three years of the Obama Administration, Sanjay served as a senior official
at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), overseeing the implementation of $15 billion in
programs for clean energy and climate solutions, and he served as the first Associate
Director for Commercialization at ARPA-E, the advanced research agency for breakthrough
energy technologies. Previously, Sanjay was the first Principal in the CleanTech Group at
VantagePoint Capital Partners, which invested over $1 billion in 25 cleantech companies (most
notably Tesla Motors), and earlier he served as an Investment Officer at the International
Finance Corporation, leading financings of private sector transport, power, and water
infrastructure projects in developing countries.
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SPEAKERS
JASON WRONE
Partner, Open Prairie
Jason is a Partner with Open Prairie, a leading Midwest-based venture capital and private
equity firm focused on providing debt and equity capital to companies throughout the
agribusiness value chain. As a fund manager with over 20 years of experience in working
with and developing companies across a variety of industry sectors, Jason is responsible for
all operational fund management activities including investor relations, coordination of due
diligence, analysis and oversight of existing investments as well as sourcing new investment
opportunities for Open Prairie. Jason represents Open Prairie as a member of the Board of
Directors for an number of ag-focused companies including RealmFive, Kultevat, HerdDogg,
and as an observer for MyAgData, Shenandoah Valley Organic and NewLeaf Symbiotics.
He received an MBA from the University of Illinois with a concentration in Finance and
Entrepreneurship and a dual Bachelor of Science in Finance and Marketing from Eastern
Illinois University.

KENNETH SCOTT ZUCKERBERG
Lead Analyst & Senior Economist, CoBank
Kenneth Scott Zuckerberg serves as lead industry research analyst for grains, farm inputs and
biofuels in CoBank’s Knowledge Exchange research division.
Ken brings more than 30 years of diverse experience spanning industry research, equity,
credit and capital structure analysis, and investment management. Before joining CoBank
in 2019, he served in similar capacities at two other major agricultural lenders, Wells Fargo
and Rabobank. Prior to that, Ken was the managing partner of Carlan Advisors, LLC, an
independent research and consulting firm he founded in 2003. He previously was a senior
equity analyst with leading investment research firms including Lazard Asset Management,
KBW and Smith Barney.
Ken earned his bachelors of science in finance from the University of South Florida and is
a graduate of Wharton’s General Management Program (GMP). He is currently pursuing a
Master in Law degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s Carey Law School. Ken maintains
the Accredited Investment Fiduciary® (AIF®) professional designation.
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ADVISORY
BOARD

EXTERNAL ADVISORY BOARD
Our External Advisory Board (EAB) represents diverse perspectives from
across the agrifood tech industry. The EAB provides expertise to help guide
the theme and format of AgTech NEXT’s curated agenda, and leverages
their connections to attract a high level, impactful attendance.

SAM FIORELLO

ADAM BERGMAN

Chair of the External
Advisory Board and
CEO Cortex Innovation
Community

Managing Director, Clean
Energy Transition Group
& Global Head of AgTech
Investment, Citi

POWELL CARMAN

ERIN FITZGERALD

Partner, Bryan Cave
Leighton Paisner LLP

CEO, U.S. Farmers & Ranchers
In Action (USFRA)

BRANDON DAY

INGRID FUNG

COO, The Yield Lab Institute

InvestorDirector of
Enterprise Operations and
Strategy, GreenLight

ANDY DEARING

REBECCA
KAUFFMAN

Geospatial Entrepreneur
& President, Spatial STL
Advisors
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Vice President, Strategy +
Engagement, AgLaunch

ADVISORY BOARD
CLAIRE KINLAW,
PH.D., MBA
Chief Scientific Officer, Zea
Biosciences

ORLANDO SAEZ
CEO & Co-Founder, Aker
Technologies

CHIP LERWICK

ANJIE SANFORD

Managing Director, SVP, Aon

Manager, Inclusive
Entrepreneurship
Development, BioGenerator

PAT MORAND

PHIL TAYLOR, PH.D.

President, Open Prairie

Open Innovation Lead, Bayer
Crop Science

TAMMY PLATT,
PH.D.

KENNETH SCOTT
ZUCKERBERG

Manager of Innovation
Partnerships, Nestle Purina

Lead Analyst & Senior
Economist, CoBank

MATT PLUMMER
Vice President, Lewis &
Clark Agrifood

Click here for full bios
https://agtechnext.org/advisory-board/
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PARTNERS

PRESENTING PARTNERS
BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER
With more than 1,250 lawyers in 30 offices across North America, Europe, the
Middle East and Asia, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner is a fully integrated global law
firm that provides clients with connected legal advice, wherever and whenever
they need it. From farm to fork, we are a trusted firm with a national focus and
global reach, ranked internationally for our transactional work and noted for our
groundbreaking litigation success. The lawyers on our agribusiness and food team
have long-standing connections to the agribusiness and agtech community, and
leverage the full resources of BCLP to provide deep strategic counsel to each
client. With 120 attorneys in the sector, we are leaders in successfully representing
over 600 manufacturers, processors, suppliers, cooperatives, lenders and
investors worldwide, including our rapidly growing practice in Israel. Our team
is ranked by Chambers Global as a leader in the agribusiness space, both in the
United States and internationally. Our depth in the agribusiness and agtech sector
makes us an ideal partner for your success.

WELLS FARGO & COMPANY
Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) is a leading financial services company
that has approximately $1.9 trillion in assets, proudly serves one in three U.S.
households and more than 10% of small businesses in the U.S., and is a leading
middle market banking provider in the U.S. We provide a diversified set of banking,
investment and mortgage products and services, as well as consumer and
commercial finance, through our four reportable operating segments: Consumer
Banking and Lending, Commercial Banking, Corporate and Investment Banking,
and Wealth & Investment Management. Wells Fargo ranked No. 41 on Fortune’s
2022 rankings of America’s largest corporations. In the communities we serve,
the company focuses its social impact on building a sustainable, inclusive future
for all by supporting housing affordability, small business growth, financial health,
and a low-carbon economy. News, insights, and perspectives from Wells Fargo are
also available at Wells Fargo Stories. Additional information may be found at www.
wellsfargo.com | Twitter: @WellsFargo.
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Financing a more sustainable
future.
The Wells Fargo Institute for Sustainable Finance supports clients
and communities to accelerate the transition to an equitable, lowcarbon economy by advancing science- and market-based
research, driving innovation in clean-tech and financial solutions,
and improving community resiliency.
Wells Fargo is proud to be a presenting partner for the 2022
AgTech NEXT conference.
wellsfargo.com/sustainability
© 2022 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

INNOVATION PARTNERS
BAYER
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields
of health care and nutrition. Its products and services are designed to help
people and planet thrive by supporting efforts to master the major challenges
presented by a growing and aging global population. Bayer is committed
to drive sustainable development and generate a positive impact with its
businesses. At the same time, the Group aims to increase its earning power
and create value through innovation and growth. The Bayer brand stands for
trust, reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2021, the Group
employed around 100,000 people and had sales of 44.1 billion euros. R&D
expenses before special items amounted to 5.3 billion euros. For more
information, go to www.bayer.com.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/BayerGlobal
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bayerofficial/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Bayer/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bayer
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Bayer4Crops

BENSON HILL
Benson Hill moves food forward with the CropOS® platform, a cutting-edge
food innovation engine that combines data science and machine learning with
biology and genetics. Benson Hill empowers innovators to unlock nature’s
genetic diversity from plant to plate, with the purpose of creating nutritious,
great-tasting food and ingredient options that are both widely accessible and
sustainable. More information can be found at bensonhill.com or on Twitter at
@bensonhillinc.
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bensonhill
twitter.com/bensonhillinc
https://www.facebook.com/BensonHillInc
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Ambitious, for
the Earth’s sake.
Our goals for forging a better relationship between agriculture and the
Earth are the same ones that will help us succeed at every level—both on
the farm, and at the kitchen table. That’s why innovation is our best asset.

Visit cropscience.bayer.com to learn more.
Bayer4Crops

Bayer-CropScience

Benson Hill is taking the first steps on an
incredible Food Tech journey to modernize
the food system to deliver more
delicious and nutritious food as well
as contribute where possible to
biodiversity and sustainability
from plant to plate.

www.bensonhill.com

IMPACT PARTNERS
AMERICAN SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION
The World Initiative for Soy in Human Health, a program of the American
Soybean Association, connects trade and development across global market
systems, improving food security. Knowing that protein plays an essential role
in human nutrition, visionary U.S. soybean growers founded WISHH in 2000
to serve as a catalyst in developing and emerging markets. WISHH brings the
power of strategic partnerships to a unique market-systems approach. Local
business leaders, governmental and non-governmental organizations, and
academic institutions join WISHH in increasing protein demand and fueling
economic growth for the sustained availability of nutritious and affordable
human foods and livestock feeds.
https://wishh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wishh/
https://www.youtube.com/WISHHSoybeans

VALENT BIOSCIENCES
Valent BioSciences is a worldwide leader in the research, development and
commercialization of biorational products for the agricultural, public health
and forest health markets. With sales in an estimated 100 countries around
the world, the company is renowned for its innovation, best-in-class quality
in manufacturing, product performance and consistency, and fully developed
portfolio of sustainable solutions. Its portfolio includes bioinsecticides,
biofungicides, bionematicides, mycorrhizal fungi, soil health enhancements
and plant growth regulators used in sustainable systems around the world.
These products are manufactured using proprietary fermentation processes
and post-fermentation product recovery techniques rooted in pharmaceutical
manufacturing, techniques that Valent BioSciences has been perfecting for
more than 50 years.
Twitter: @valentbiosci
https://www.youtube.com/user/ValentBioSciences
valentbiosciences.com.
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Join WISHH in the business of
untapped protein potential.

WISHH connects trade and development across global
market systems, improves food security, and brings the
power of strategic partnerships to our unique
market-systems approach.

Connect with WISHH
wishh.org

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs.

DISCOVERY PARTNERS
GREATER ST. LOUIS, INC.
Greater St. Louis, Inc. is a 501(c)(6) organization of businesses formed through the
merger of five private-sector led and St. Louis-focused economic development
and civic leadership organizations on Jan. 1, 2021. The five combining
organizations were AllianceSTL, Arch to Park, Civic Progress, Downtown STL,
Inc., and the St. Louis Regional Chamber. Greater St. Louis, Inc. brings together
the business community to help drive economic growth and create opportunities
for all with a focus on inclusive growth. Greater St. Louis, Inc. is in a position to
drive economic growth with a unified voice, a bold agenda, and as one St. Louis
metropolitan area that is anchored by a vibrant urban core. Additional information
is available at GreaterSTLinc.com.

ST. LOUIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERSHIP
The St. Louis Economic Development Partnership is a comprehensive economic
development organization for St. Louis City and County, which attracts, retains,
and facilitates growth of businesses and works collaboratively with public
and private sector regional partners. The organization provides economic
development opportunities including site selection, financial incentives, and
opportunity zones through our Business Development department, lending
programs through our Business Finance department, entrepreneurial services,
and targeted initiatives. These include 39 North, an ag-tech innovation district;
the St. Louis Mosaic Project, making our region more welcoming to foreign-born;
the St. Louis Promise Zone, facilitating comprehensive economic development
in targeted communities; and the St. Louis World Trade Center, which facilitates
exporting and foreign direct investment in the St. Louis region.
www.stlpartnership.com

LEWIS & CLARK AGRIFOOD
Lewis & Clark AgriFood is a St. Louis-based group of experienced investment
professionals who are passionate about investing in companies that are at the
forefront of food and agriculture innovation. We look for companies that deliver
benefits to the stakeholders in the food and agriculture sector, from the producer,
through the supply chain, all the way to the consumer. We invest in companies
that are at the growth stage of their evolution, poised to scale their technology
to a national or global scale. As founders, operators, investors and scientists, our
seasoned investment team brings a breadth of quality sector experience to every
investment.
https://lewisandclarkagrifood.com/
https://twitter.com/LACAgriFood
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lacagrifood
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INVESTED
IN GROWING
WITH YOU
Lewis and Clark AgriFood is a leader in investing
to support entrepreneurial endeavors across
the entire AgriFood value spectrum. We leverage
unparalleled sector expertise and resources to
empower your business to succeed.
Lewis & Clark AgriFood

@LACAgriFood

info@lacpartners.com

www.lewisandclarkagrifood.com

DISCOVERY PARTNERS
COBANK
CoBank is a cooperative bank serving vital industries across rural America. The
bank provides loans, leases, export financing and other financial services to
agribusinesses and rural power, water and communications providers in all 50
states. The bank also provides wholesale loans and other financial services to
affiliated Farm Credit associations serving more than 76,000 farmers, ranchers
and other rural borrowers in 23 states around the country.
CoBank is a member of the Farm Credit System, a nationwide network of banks
and retail lending associations chartered to support the borrowing needs of U.S.
agriculture, rural infrastructure and rural communities. Headquartered outside
Denver, Colorado, CoBank serves customers from regional banking centers across
the U.S. and also maintains an international representative office in Singapore.

POLSINELLI
Polsinelli is an Am Law 100 firm with more than 950 attorneys in 23 offices
nationwide. Recognized by legal research firm BTI Consulting as one of the top
firms for excellent client service and client relationships, Polsinelli attorneys
provide value through practical legal counsel infused with business insight and
focus on health care, real estate, finance, technology, private equity, and corporate
transactions. Polsinelli LLP in California, Polsinelli PC (Inc) in Florida.

CLAYCO
Clayco is a full-service, turnkey real estate development, master planning,
architecture, engineering, and construction firm that safely and sustainably
delivers the highest quality solutions to clients across North America on time,
on budget, and above and beyond expectations. With $4.9 billion in revenue for
2021, Clayco specializes in the “art and science of building,” providing fast track,
efficient solutions for industrial, commercial, institutional and residential-related
building projects. For more information, visit www.claycorp.com.
www.claycorp.com
https://www.facebook.com/claycoartandscience
https://twitter.com/ClaycoInc
https://www.instagram.com/clayco_inc/
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...

Benson Hill
St. Louis, Missouri

WE SEE BEYOND THESE WALLS TO THE PEOPLE THAT WILL FILL THEM. Building for a better future at Clayco,
we’re proud of the buildings we design and construct, the innovations we implement and the solutions we offer our
clients. But most of all, we’re proud of the impact we have through the people who use these buildings to research,
heal, create, invent, teach, live, serve, discover and plan for the future.
claycorp.com

Proud to support

The Donald Danforth
Plant Science Center
800-542-8072 • www.cobank.com

CoBank is a proud member of the Farm Credit System, a national
network of cooperatively owned financial service providers dedicated
to supporting rural communities and agriculture throughout America.

Deeply Rooted in Innovation
We understand that innovation is crucial to companies in the
biotechnology space. Polsinelli’s deep team of patent attorneys
and agents helps clients capture, leverage and monetize their
technological advancements. As a strategic partner, Polsinelli provides
a full range of legal services and innovative solutions to help clients
navigate the complexities of inventions and scientific developments.
Polsinelli is proud to sponsor the AGTech NEXT Conference and its
celebration of science, technology and innovation.
Am Law 100 firm with
950 attorneys nationwide
23 offices from LA to NY
170+ services/industries
polsinelli.com
The choice of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Polsinelli PC, Polsinelli LLP in California,
Polsinelli PC (Inc) in Florida.

DISCOVERY PARTNERS
THOMPSON COBURN
Thompson Coburn is a full-service law firm that represents agriculture and food
industry clients in a wide range of business and legal matters. We provide legal
services to companies and organizations throughout the food production chain,
from genomics to chemical and fertilizer development, to food production,
transportation, and the operation of restaurant groups. We help protect our clients
— and the significant amount of time and resources they invest in their efforts — as
they conduct research, navigate regulatory schemes, and bring their products to
the marketplace. Simply put, we are committed to helping our clients protect their
businesses, explore opportunities to expand, and become market leaders.
http://thompsoncoburn.com
Thompson Coburn LLP | Facebook
Twitter & Instagram: @thompsoncoburn

GENECTIVE
Genective is a technology joint venture of Groupe Limagrain and KWS Group, the
largest seed companies in France and Germany, respectively, and the fourth and
fifth largest in the world.
Genective is dedicated to the research, development, and commercialization of
transgenic traits, focusing on insect resistant corn.

TECH ACCEL
Tech Accel is a technology venture firm investing in scientific breakthroughs to
produce healthier plants, animals, and foods.
Founded in 2014, Tech Accel sources, invests in and acquires early-stage
innovations. Using Tech Accel laboratories, and in collaboration with universities
and research institutions, Tech Accel conducts science advancement and
derisking research to ready technologies for market. Based in Overland Park,
Kansas, with offices in St. Louis, Missouri, the company also operates subsidiaries,
including RNAissance Ag, which develops safe and effective biopesticides.
www.TechAccel.net
Twitter: @Tech_Accel
https://www.linkedin.com/company/technology-acceleration-partners-llc
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Investing in scientific breakthroughs for
healthier plants, animals and people.
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WHEN GLOBAL EVENTS
AFFECT YOUR BUSINESS,
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.
With deep understanding and vast experience serving clients
in the agriculture industry, Thompson Coburn is positioned
to represent clients in all stages of the ag lifecycle.
Venture Capital & Funding | Intellectual Property
Corporate & Securities | Technology Transfer | Lending
Land Purchasing | Corporate Formation & Governance
International Commerce | Supply Chain Logistics
Litigation & Dispute Resolution | Lobbying & Policy
thompsoncoburn.com
Chicago

Dallas

Los Angeles

New York

Southern Illinois

St. Louis

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Washington, D.C.

COMMUNIT Y PARTNERS
39 NORTH
39 North is a physical place – and a distinct idea where the world’s best minds
in food, water, energy and the environment converge. The 600-acre innovation
district in the heartland of U.S. agriculture is anchored by the Donald Danforth Plant
Science Center, BRDG Park, Bayer Crop Science, Benson Hill, CoverCress, Helix
Center Incubator, Yield Lab Accelerator, BioGenerator, the St. Louis Community
College Center for Plant and Life Sciences, and more than 100 bioscience
companies. More than $11M in publicly funded infrastructure projects are underway.
The 39 North Master Plan is well on its way to realizing the vision of connecting
assets and creating a place that enables collision and collaboration. 39northstl.com

COVERCRESS INC.
CoverCress Inc. (“CCI”) is an innovative startup company delivering a new climatesmart seed technology under the CoverCress™ brand. Founded in 2013, CCI is
converting the common winter annual, field pennycress, using plant breeding to
improve yield and maturity combined with advanced gene editing tools to improve
fiber and oil composition. CoverCress seed allows corn and soybean farmers to
add a new crop into their rotation on existing land during winter, while offering
the ecosystem benefits of a cover crop, including improved soil health and carbon
sequestration. It generates farm revenue as a whole grain feed ingredient, or
when processed, as a low carbon intensity oil for renewable fuel production, and
as a highprotein meal for animal feed. The St. Louis-based CCI plans a commercial
launch in 2022, with the goal of growing to millions of acres across the lower
Midwest. Learn more at CoverCress.com.

BIOSTL
Since 2001, St. Louis nonprofit BioSTL has laid the foundation for the region’s
innovation economy with a comprehensive set of transformational programs that
advance St. Louis’ leadership in solving important world challenges in agriculture,
medicine, health care, and other technology areas. BioSTL has introduced
nationally-acclaimed initiatives in startup creation and investment (BioGenerator),
strategic business attraction (GlobalSTL), physical environment (including the
Cortex Innovation District and BioGenerator Labs), entrepreneur support (BioSTL
Fundamentals), seed and venture capital, a diverse and inclusive workforce, and
public policy. Find us online at biostl.org and follow us on twitter @BioSTL.
BioSTL website: https://www.biostl.org/
Twitter: @BioSTL
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/biostl/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQUh2lGZXaPVp8HabdagPpQ
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Sustainable. Renewable. Profitable.
Helping meet the growing demand
for renewable fuels while
improving farmers' bottom-line.

www.CoverCress.com

CREATING A NEW PATHWAY

BUILDING AND INVESTING

BioSTL's Early Adopter Grower Innovation Community
(EAGIC) puts farmers’ needs first. Using our domestic
and global networks, we curate and deliver to the
farmer innovations that address their needs.

$37M

FOR INNOVATION TO REACH FARMERS

“EAGIC finds solutions that are practical
for the farm. The team really looks for
feedback from us to make sure the
innovation works for our particular
operation and solves our challenges.”
- Clarissa Cauthorn, Farmer

IN ST. LOUIS BIOSCIENCE COMPANIES
INVESTED

60+

PORTFOLIO
COMPANIES

$2.7B

FOLLOW-ON
CAPITAL

“BioGenerator played a critical role in leading
our initial financing – putting together the
due diligence and orchestrating investors.”
–Matthew B. Crisp
CEO, Benson Hill, (NYSE: BHIL)

“BioGenerator has been the foundational
for us to succeed as a new company.”
–Martha Schlicher
Board Chair, Plastomics

“BioGenerator was instrumental in getting
CoverCress started, with capital and company
formation, saving us time and money.”
–Jerry Steiner
BIOSTL.ORG | BIOGENERATOR.ORG

Co-Founder & Chairman, Covercress

COMMUNIT Y PARTNERS
STLCC CENTER FOR PLANT AND LIFE
SCIENCES
The mission of St. Louis Community College (STLCC) is to expand minds and
change lives. We take pride in fulfilling that mission at the STLCC Center for
Plant and Life Sciences (CPLS) located at BioResearch and Development Growth
(BRDG) Park. CPLS providing technical training with two different programs for
individuals seeking employment in the life science industry. The Life Science
Lab Assistant (LSLA) program trains students in basic laboratory skills while
increasing mathematics and reading skills. The Biotechnology program takes
these basic skills to the next level by providing advanced molecular biology
experiences and internships with local employers. These two programs create
a pathway of success that fills the need for an advanced and technically trained
workforce to support the bioscience industry in the St. Louis region.

THE DANFORTH TECHNOLOGY
COMPANY
The Danforth Technology Company (DTC) is a Donald Danforth Plant Science
Center subsidiary that facilitates early-stage development of startup companies
based on Danforth Center technologies. DTC connects research and
discovery to commercial impact by catalyzing partnerships between scientists,
entrepreneurs, and investors, and by providing initial management and financial
support to its startups.
Learn more: danforthtechnology.com

BUNGE
At Bunge, our purpose is to connect farmers to consumers to deliver essential
food, feed and fuel to the world. With more than two centuries of experience,
unmatched global scale and deeply rooted relationships, we work to put quality
food on the table, increase sustainability where we operate, strengthen global
food security, and help communities prosper. As the world’s leader in oilseed
processing and a leading producer and supplier of specialty plant-based oils
and fats, we value our partnerships with farmers to improve the productivity
and environmental efficiency of agriculture across our value chains and to bring
quality products from where they’re grown to where they’re consumed. At the
same time, we collaborate with our customers to create and reimagine the future
of food, developing tailored and innovative solutions to meet evolving dietary
needs and trends in every part of the world. Our Company is headquartered
in St. Louis, Missouri, and we have more than 23,000 dedicated employees
working across approximately 300 facilities located in more than 40 countries.
www.bunge.com
LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook
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Connecting for a
Better Tomorrow
We have built deeply rooted relationships and an
unmatched global scale that connect farmers to
consumers around the world. We celebrate those
connections as we look for opportunities to develop
life-changing solutions for food, feed and fuel which
foster a better and more sustainable world for everyone.

Connect with us at bunge.com

COMMUNIT Y PARTNERS
CSC LEASING
Agtech startups often struggle with funding equipment acquisitions without
disrupting cash flow and diluting ownership. CSC Leasing maintains a successful
35-year track record working with early stage organizations, providing a lowcost, non-dilutive form of capital for procuring equipment. Our leases compliment
funding from venture and private equity sources, preserving investment capital for
mission critical growth and other operating initiatives—not depreciating assets.
Having financed a wide array of agricultural, robotic systems, and lab and testing
equipment, CSC is experienced in crafting a tailored solution to match the capital
requirements necessary to achieve research and development goals.
www.cscleasing.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csc-leasing-company/
https://twitter.com/cscleasing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9VbqVihpnw99-4Gagw46NA

AON
Aon is a leading global professional services firm providing a broad range of risk,
retirement and health solutions. Our 50,000 colleagues in 120 countries empower
results for clients by using proprietary data and analytics to deliver insights
that reduce volatility and improve performance. Aon is the recognized leader in
insurance solutions for the food systems, agribusiness and beverage industry. Aon
places approximately $3 billion in premium into the global market on behalf of its
agribusiness and food system clients each year, and we serve more than 75% of
the Fortune 500 food-related companies.

ICL
ICL Group is a leading global specialty minerals company, which creates impactful
solutions for humanity’s sustainability challenges in the food, agriculture and
industrial markets. The company is headquartered in Tel Aviv and has offices
and facilities across the St. Louis region and around the globe. ICL leverages its
unique bromine, potash and phosphate resources, its passionate team of talented
employees, and its strong focus on R&D and technological innovation, to drive
growth across its end markets. ICL shares are dually listed on the New York and
Tel Aviv stock exchanges, and the company employs more than 12,000 people
worldwide, with 2021 revenues of approximately $7 billion.
https://www.icl-group.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icl-group/mycompany/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icl-us
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAj-OFqxApzUjOtsIHkusYw
https://www.facebook.com/ICL-GROUP-1796603550469377/?MODAL=ADMIN_
TODO_TOUR
https://www.instagram.com/icl__group/
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Creating
solutions for
humanity’s
sustainability
challenges.
ICL, and its North American headquarters,
is proud to partner with AgTech NEXT
to help shape the future of food.
icl-group.com
Impact for a sustainable future

REMOVE THE
FINANCIAL BARRIERS
THAT KEEP YOUR
BUSINESS FROM
MOVING FORWARD
WITH OUR
ALTERNATIVE FUNDING
Your equity is too precious to waste on constantly depreciating assets. Save cash for higher ROI
priorities with CSC Leasing's low-cost, non-dilutive capital for procuring equipment.
Our flexible equipment financing solutions help AgTech businesses avoid large upfront investments,
increase cash flow, complement equity capital, or keep the business progressing until you reach your
next round of funding. With nearly 40 years of investment expertise and over $1 billion in transactions
financed, we're helping innovative companies obtain the assets they need to achieve their goals.
To find out if equipment financing is a good fit for
your growing business, contact Jordan Stowe at
jstowe@cscleasing.com or 706-206-5622

COMMUNIT Y PARTNERS
OPEN PRAIRIE
Open Prairie, based in the heartland of America with headquarters in Effingham,
Illinois, is a multi-faceted private equity fund management firm with deep roots in
rural America. For more than twenty years, Open Prairie has consistently focused
on facilitating capital accessibility in underserved markets. The Open Prairie team
has managed funds ranging from technology-based venture capital to farmland
portfolios. Through its expertise across all functional business disciplines and
an extensive network of professionals, Open Prairie works in partnership with
its portfolio companies to accelerate growth while providing top tier returns
to its investors. For more information about Open Prairie, please visit www.
openprairie.com.

MCKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE, PLC
McKee, Voorhees & Sease, PLC (MVS) is an Intellectual Property (IP) Boutique law
firm located in Des Moines, Iowa and founded in 1924. MVS offers a full range of IP
services for advising clients and obtaining and enforcing their IP rights. Areas of
expertise include patents, trademarks, trade secrets, copyrights, licensing, media
& entertainment law, regulatory law, data privacy and cybersecurity and litigation.
The MVS team includes 20 attorneys and two Ph.D. patent agents. Most of our
attorneys have advanced degrees in their field of expertise. We have experience
preparing, filing, prosecuting, and maintaining patent applications in the United
States and in more than 160 countries around the world for small businesses,
venture-capital backed start-ups, and Fortune 500 companies. University work is
a strong focus of the Firm as we currently represent over 40 academic institutions
and research foundations, and have a 30-year history of Board service and
participation in the AUTM organization.
MVS serves a number of industries including agbiotech; agricultural machinery;
plant breeding; animal health; academic research and technology transfer;
advanced manufacturing; chemistry, material sciences and nanotechnology;
construction and infrastructure; consumer products and technology; copyright,
media, entertainment and branding; food and beverage technologies; lighting;
medical devices; and pharma and nutraceuticals.
www.ipmvs.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mckee-voorhees-&-sease-plc/
mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/ipmvs
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INDUSTRY KNOWLEDGE. TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE.

CHOOSE MVS FOR THE BEST IN IP SERVICE.
Since 1924, McKee, Voorhees & Sease, PLC has proudly protected the innovations of
our clients. We secure strong patents, trademarks, regulatory approvals, and licensing
agreements for corporations, universities, start-up companies and individuals around
the globe.
With extensive industry experience and advanced degrees in biochemistry, chemical
engineering, molecular biology, pharmaceuticals and related fields, the attorneys and patent
agents in our Biotechnology and Chemical Practice Group protect inventions and enable
market authorizations for commercial products in the United States and abroad.
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COMMUNIT Y PARTNERS
HUSCH BLACKWELL
Husch Blackwell is an AmLaw 100 firm with a dedicated Food & Agribusiness
practice comprised of more than fifty attorneys. We provide food and
agribusiness legal advice to help clients meet today’s challenges and leverage
opportunities to grow and thrive.
www.huschblackwell.com
https://www.huschblackwell.com/industries_services/food-and-agribusiness
https://www.foodandaglawinsights.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/food-&-agribusiness-industry-group/
https://twitter.com/HBFoodandAg

KWS
KWS is one of the world’s leading plant breeding companies. In fiscal year
2018/19, 5,500 employees in 70 countries generated net sales of $1.2 billion. A
company with a tradition of family ownership, KWS has operated independently
for over 160 years. It focuses on plant breeding, and the production and sale of
seed for corn, sugarbeet, cereals, rapeseed, sunflowers and vegetables. KWS
uses leading-edge plant breeding methods to increase farmers’ yields and to
improve resistance to diseases, pests and abiotic stress. The company invested
approximately $250 million last year in research and development activities.
www.kws.com/en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kwsgroup/
Twitter: @KWSGroupNA
Facebook (for the GRC): KWS NA Gateway Research Center

HARRISON STREET
Harrison Street is one of the leading investment management firms exclusively
focused on alternative real assets. Since inception in 2005, the firm has created
a series of differentiated investment solutions focused on demographic-driven,
needs-based assets. The firm has invested across senior housing, student
housing, healthcare delivery, life sciences and storage real estate as well
as social and utility infrastructure. Headquartered in Chicago with offices in
London, Toronto, San Francisco and Washington DC, the firm has more than
220-employees and approximately $50 billion in assets under management.
Clients of the firm include a global institutional investor base domiciled in North
America, Europe, Middle East, Asia and Latin America. Harrison Street was
awarded Best Places to Work by Pensions & Investments for seven consecutive
years (2014-2020) and was recognized by PERE as the 2021 Alternatives Investor
of the Year, North America and 2020 Global Alternatives Investor of the Year.
www.harrisonst.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/harrison-street

54

A HISTORY OF SUCCESS
and a Culture of Innovation

Proud to suppor t The Donald Danfor th Plant Science Center
Harrison Street is a leading investment management f irm exclusively focused on alternative real asset s.
Since 20 05, the f irm has invested in demographic- driven asset s including senior housing, student housing,
healthcare deliver y, life sciences and storage real estate as well as social and utilit y infrastruc ture.
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Bold in vision. Confident in action.
Husch Blackwell proudly supports AgTech NEXT 2022. As a law firm that embraces
uncommon approaches and creative problem-solving, we celebrate the innovators, investors
and industry leaders gathered at AgTech NEXT who seek to inspire our global community,
increase collaboration and accelerate action to create a more resilient future for food.

huschblackwell.com

190 Carondelet Plaza, St. Louis, MO 63105 | 314.480.1500

Arizona | California | Colorado | Illinois | Massachusetts | Missouri | Nebraska | Rhode Island | Tennessee | Texas
Washington, DC | Wisconsin | The Link (Virtual Office)
The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
AgTechNext@danforthcenter.org

